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Engineer what’s going farther.

Ansys simulations give you the 
superpower to engineer what’s 
ahead in Electrification.

ansys.com

Ansys is a proud sponsor of Junior Achievement BizTown.
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After twenty years in the making, Junior 
Achievement of Western PA (JA) and more than 
two dozen top regional businesses proudly 
opened the doors to JA BizTown®, one of our 

region’s most unique educational experiences.  Finding 
the perfect location, timing, and team of partners willing 
to commit to an innovative idea that extends beyond 
the four walls of the classroom were all key elements to 
bringing this vision to life. 

JA BizTown® is a fully interactive community that 
simulates day-to-day life and the elements that drive 
a successful economy. This mini city is like no other, 
offering students in grades four through six the 
opportunity to experience how the ‘real world’ works by 
connecting classroom lessons with life experiences in 
business, finance, and civic participation.

When searching for the ideal location for this program, 
Junior Achievement’s President and CEO Dennis Gilfoyle 
wanted to accommodate the organization’s expansive 
service area, including all of western Pennsylvania and 
parts of northern West Virginia. Just as it appeared 

the organization would never find a home for this 
transformational program, Jim Scalo, President and CEO 
of Burns Scalo Real Estate, offered the deal of a lifetime. 
The deal?  A single-story, stand-alone building within 
a prominent business park located in South Fayette 
Township, close to the Bridgeville exit on Interstate 79 – a 
location easily accessible by schools across JA’s footprint.  
Additionally, Jim made rent concessions to the tune of 
over $800,000 to help bring the project to life for young 
people across the region.

“I have known Dennis and JA for a long time, and as a 
former board member, I am familiar with the great work 
and purpose they provide to the schools, communities, 
and students,” said Scalo. “JA BizTown® is an incredible 
accomplishment for Dennis and South Fayette Township.  
South Fayette is the next BOOM TOWN, and the location 
provides a regional draw for JA”, Scalo continued.

Junior Achievement moved into this new building in June 
of 2018 to continue their campaign to Build The Future of 
our region’s aspiring young leaders.

A VISION REALIZED

JA BizTown®, one of our  
region’s most unique  

educational experiences.

(412) 532-7200

CONGRATULATIONS

Your passion and commitment to have a positive impact on the lives 
of students shines bright in BizTown. We are proud to partner with 
you and to help create a cleaner and more hygienic learning 
environment within BizTown.

YOU CONTINUE TO INSPIRE AND PREPARE
YOUNG PEOPLE TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN A GLOBAL ECONOMY.
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JOURNEY TO JA BIZTOWN®

For the next year and a half, the JA staff and board sought out organizations and 
donors who could help transform the building, previously used as a testing 
facility, into a destination for immersive education. One of the first steps in 
creating a space where young minds can thrive is to give them an environment 

suitable to do so. In the spring of 2018, Jim Schmitt, Project Director of Corporate 
Construction and Real Estate at UPMC, immediately put JA in touch with UPMC’s 
partner, ikm Inc., who generously donated their services.

“When JA reached out to us regarding the design of the new JA BizTown® facility, we 
were intrigued by the kind of hands-on learning and project-based curriculum that were 
foundational to the Junior Achievement experience”, said Matt Hansen, Principal at 
ikm. “The design of JA BizTown® was an opportunity to create one of the most unique 
“classrooms” in western Pennsylvania, and we’re honored to be part of the team. Junior 
Achievement’s mission aligns perfectly with the kind of educational environments that 
ikm is known for – progressive, learner-focused spaces that challenge the status quo 
and break from traditional, uninspired k-12 facility design.”

As demolition and build-out commenced, the design and fabrication of the storefronts, 
one of the most important physical aspects of the program, were up for bid. With over 
thirty already pre-existing JA BizTown® facilities in the country, best practices from each 
installation were taken into consideration when searching for a vendor - the goal, to 
create a cohesive environment that reflects our regional economy.

After reviewing four proposals from different vendors in the area, The Trade Group was 
brought on to the project in early 2019 for their custom facades, which complement 
ikm’s main street concept design. These storefronts allow sponsors to personalize their 
business, creating a realistic feel for students to interact. 

“We at the Trade Group are very proud to have partnered with Junior Achievement of 
Western PA in designing the environment, producing, and installing all the storefronts 
on the JA BizTown® project,” said Jack McAndrew, Senior Consultant for the Trade 
Group. “It took several years for it to come to fruition but was well worth all the effort.”

Proud to partner with Junior 
Achievement on this great 

accomplishment.

www.thewilsongroup.com          412-586-7191  
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KID-SIZED

Each JA BizTown® facility is complete with business “enterprises” 
such as a medical facility, media outlet, financial institution, 
restaurant, retail store, town hall, and more. The storefronts are 
sponsored by local companies, further helping young people 

learn about their local economy. Whether students aspire to be a nurse, 
tradesman, salesman, or business owner, they can assume these positions 
during their visit at JA BizTown®, impacting their future for a lifetime.  

Storefront sponsors commit to three, five, or ten-year partnerships, 
providing the opportunity to design their own storefront as well as create 
job assignments for students. JA’s nineteen inaugural storefront sponsors 
each made significant investments between $100,000 and $200,000 for 
their storefront in addition to supplying their space with graphics, tools, 
and equipment that actual employees use every day. 

These storefront sponsors include #1 Cochran, ACE Hardware, ALCOSAN, 
ANSYS, Burns Scalo Real Estate, Calgon Carbon, Clearview Federal Credit 
Union, Comcast, Entercom (100.7 Star), FedEx Ground, Giant Eagle, Gordon 
Food Service, Highmark, Koppers, Mascaro Construction Company and 
Construction Building Trades, PPG, Sheetz, UPMC, and Vector Security.

Additional companies can get involved in the program through other 
forms of sponsorship, such as Range Resources, who is the Welcome 
Sponsor.

According to Community Relations Specialist for Range Resources 
Christina Kramer, “Educational outreach to local K-12 students is of 
paramount importance to us at Range Resources, and we’ve partnered 
with Junior Achievement for over ten years. We knew we wanted to be 
involved in JA BizTown® in a unique, innovative way, which led to the 
development of our augmented reality app. This app provides a fun, 
interactive way for students to learn about natural gas and the role it plays 
in our lives, along with the career opportunities that come along with an 
abundance of natural gas in our region.”

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for local businesses that are 
interested in being a part of this momentous project which will impact 
tens of thousands of students, volunteers, and visitors each year.

For more information, contact Executive Vice President Bill Lucas at  
blucas@jawesternpa.org.   

Congratulations: 
JA BizTown   brings the  
real world to our youth! 

“Clista Electric has been incredible to work with in helping us bring JA BizTown® to life. 
A great partner in providing a “brighter” future for our young people.”  

President and CEO of JA-Western PA, Dennis Gilfoyle

we bring power to life

®

PBT_AD_Clista_Final.indd   1 9/25/20   11:51 AM
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As progress 
continued on the 
physical elements 
for JA BizTown®, JA 

staff began reaching out to 
schools to get them excited 
about the new program. 
The experience starts with 
nine hours of curriculum 
delivered in twelve lessons, 
all taught by the teachers, 
covering topics like 
community and economy; 
work and career-readiness; 
and business management 
and culminates in a four-
and-a-half-hour visit to JA 
BizTown®.

During the students’ time 
in school, they learn about 
what it is they will be doing 
at their time in JA BizTown®, 
including how to apply for a 
job, how to write checks, how 
to become a business owner 
who creates jobs, and more.

There are over 120 jobs at 
JA BizTown® for students 
to select. They can choose 
to be CEO, CFO, or have a 
company-specific job, for 
which they interview prior to 
their visit. Students may also 
elect a mayor and treasurer to City Hall.

Once at JA BizTown®, students work in teams at their assigned business, each 
housed in a different storefront, equipped with laptops and tablets. At the 
completion of the JA BizTown® simulation, each student completes a day’s 
work, develops a personal budget, and makes purchasing decisions both as an 
employee and as a consumer. Assisted by volunteers and mentors, students 
can make key decisions in running their businesses and achieving success.

“Volunteers at JA BizTown® get to see first-hand the impact that this program 
has on students,” said Junior Achievement’s Director of Education Maura Teti. 
“With their help, students leave JA BizTown® with a stronger knowledge for 
the companies and industries that make our region a great place to get job 
training, start a career, and raise a family.  By providing guidance from their 
own personal and professional experiences, volunteers connect classroom 
learning with real-world application.” 

BEYOND THE 
CLASSROOM

Pittsburgh Business Times: 5.0625” x 13.5”

Investing in the 
next generation  
of leaders

The PPG Logo is a registered trademark of PPG 
Industries Ohio, Inc. Junior Achievement and JA 
Biztown are registered trademarks of JA Worldwide. 
©2020 PPG Industries, Inc. All rights reserved.

PPG is proud to partner with JUNIOR 
ACHIEVEMENT® of Western Pennsylvania and 
other companies to offer JA BIZTOWN® to teach 
local students how to manage a business and 
contribute to the local economy.

We are dedicated to investing in the next 
generation of industry leaders, which is why 
we have supported Junior Achievement for 
more than 70 years. To learn more about our 
partnerships in communities where we operate, 
visit ppgcommunities.com.

Colorful Communities Ads_v1 03-29-19.indd   40 9/29/20   12:19 PM
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W ith nearly $3.5 million invested in the 
project, including an estimated $350k of 
in-kind technology and equipment, support 
from sponsors, donors, and public funding 

transformed the 10,000 square foot space into an 
experiential laboratory unrecognizable compared to its 
beginning state.

In January of 2020, JA of Western PA celebrated the 
grand opening and first student visit to JA BizTown®.

Approximately eighty fourth-grade students from 
Claysville Elementary School (McGuffey School District) 
in Washington County, PA became the first ‘citizens’ for a 
day at JA BizTown®.

In the first two months of operation, three additional 
schools experienced their own trip to JA BizTown®, 
including Bellevue and Avalon Elementary Schools in 
Northgate School District.

In March of 2020, the program came to a halt as schools 
in the area were forced to close and switch to virtual 
learning due to the coronavirus (COVID-19). 

In response, JA is offering several options for schools 
to get involved this school year including, JA Online 
Adventures for JA BizTown. This program provides a 
meaningful learning opportunity that does not replace 
or take away from the traditional in-person simulation, 
but rather support the JA BizTown® curriculum and 
enhance student learning. Alternatively, the adventures 
may be explored before or after the on-site simulation, 
elevating the overall learning experience. 

JA will also be taking preventive measures for the on-
site facility by partnering with Germinator, a mobile 
sanitizing and disinfecting company who will be treating 
the facility to protect students, volunteers, teachers, and 
staff. 

If you want to inspire the next generation by 
volunteering or getting your district involved in JA 
BizTown®, please contact Junior Achievement or visit  
www.JABizTownPGH.com.

WELCOMING OUR FUTURE LEADERS

“

”

We are so grateful for the opportunity that JA Biztown® provides 
for our students. There is no way we could possibly replicate 

the experience our students get during their daylong simulation. 
During their visit, our students had the opportunity to practice many 

valuable life skills including writing a check, earning a paycheck, 
managing their bank accounts, serving as leaders in a community, 
public speaking skills, practicing good work habits, exercising their 

right to vote and the list goes on! We are incredibly fortunate to 
have this kind of opportunity available in our region.

– Dr. Caroline Johns, Superintendent of Northgate School District 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

REAL ESTATE, INC.

BURNS SCALO

Est. 1956

Additional corporate sponsors include: AGS Custom Graphics, Alcoa Foundation, Allegheny College,  
American Eagle, Clista Electric, CNX Resources, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Cozen O’Connor, CPI Creative,  

Crazy Horse Coffee, Don’s Appliances, Eat ‘n Park Hospitality, Enkompas, First Commonwealth Bank, H.F. Lenz, 
Germinator, George V. Hamilton, HVAC Distributors, IKM Inc., Jones Lang Lasalle, Mine Safety Appliances,  

Northwest Bank, Range Resources, S&T Bank, Shell, SpeedPro, Spectroscopy Society of Pittsburgh, Starbucks,  
The Trade Group, TriState Capital Bank, and The Wilson Group, LLC.


